Chinese Cave Gecko (Goniurosaurus hainanensis)
Difficulty: Intermediate
Chinese cave geckos are medium-sized eyelid geckos that can reach around 8-9.5" long. They have large red to reddish-brown eyes, visible eyelids, clawed toes, and a thick tail that stores fat. They do not have sticky toe pads like crested geckos, but they can still climb cork, rocks, bark, and background surfaces when given the opportunity.
Chinese cave geckos are native to Hainan Island, China, where they are associated with humid forests, rocky areas, shaded ground cover, and karst or cave-adjacent habitat. They are nocturnal and secretive, spending much of the day hidden and becoming active after dark. Chinese cave geckos can live 10-15+ years when cared for properly.
Shopping List
· Front-opening terrestrial terrarium, ideally 24" x 18" x 18" for one adult
· Low-wattage white heat bulb, halogen, or deep heat projector if supplemental heat is needed
· 5.5" dome lamp with ceramic socket
· Thermostat or lamp dimmer for heat safety
· Plug-in light timer
· Low-level linear UVB fixture such as Arcadia ShadeDweller or Reptisun 5.0
· Infrared thermometer
· Digital thermometer/hygrometer
· Pressure sprayer or misting system
· Reptisafe or similar water conditioner
· Small shallow water dish
· 2-4" moisture-holding substrate such as organic topsoil and coco fiber
· Untreated sphagnum moss
· Clean leaf litter
· Humid hide
· Flat hides, cork bark, cork tubes, low branches, rocks, and foliage
· Feeding tongs
· Crickets, dubia roaches, discoid roaches, black soldier fly larvae, silkworms, hornworms, or other appropriate feeders
· Calcium supplement and reptile multivitamin
Housing
Although Chinese cave geckos are not especially large, they should still be given enough room to explore, hunt, hide, and regulate their body temperature. A single adult should ideally be housed in a 24" x 18" x 18" front-opening terrarium or similarly sized enclosure.
Chinese cave geckos are mostly terrestrial, but they should not be kept in a flat, empty tank. They will use cork bark, low branches, rocks, and textured backgrounds, especially at night. The enclosure should have several hides, including at least one humid hide, and should provide cover across the warm, middle, and cool areas.
This species is shy and does best in a secure, cluttered enclosure. Bare setups can lead to stress, poor feeding, and excessive hiding. Juveniles may be started in smaller growout enclosures as long as heat, humidity, feeding, and sheds can be monitored closely.
Lighting & UVB
Chinese cave geckos are nocturnal, which means that they are primarily active at night. They do not need bright, intense lighting, but they should still have a clear day/night cycle. A simple 12-hour light cycle works well for most keepers.
Low-level UVB is optional but beneficial when provided correctly. If UVB is used, choose a low-output linear fixture such as an Arcadia ShadeDweller or Reptisun 5.0 over mesh, and provide plenty of shade so the gecko can avoid the light. The goal is gentle, shade-level UVB, not intense desert-style exposure.
Do not combine strong UVB with heavy D3 supplementation. If the gecko has access to appropriate UVB, use supplements more conservatively and make sure shaded retreats are always available.
Heating
Chinese cave geckos are cold-blooded, which means that they have to move between areas of different temperatures in order to regulate their body temperature. In the wild, they warm up by using warm, sheltered surfaces rather than sitting under intense exposed sunlight. In captivity, this should be replicated with gentle heat.
Warm hide/basking area temperature: 80-82°F
Cool zone temperature: 72-77°F
Nighttime temperature: 68-72°F
Avoid overheating this species. Ambient enclosure temperatures above the low 80s can cause heat stress. If your reptile room already stays warm, supplemental heat may not be necessary beyond a normal daytime light cycle.
If using overhead heat, choose a low-wattage bulb and control it with a thermostat or dimmer. If using an under-tank heat pad for a warm hide, it must be regulated by a thermostat with the probe placed where the gecko actually rests. Never use unregulated heat pads or heat rocks.
Humidity
Chinese cave geckos do best with moderate to high humidity that rises and falls naturally. A practical range is 50-90%, with lower humidity during the day and higher humidity at night after misting.
Mist the enclosure in the evening, and add a light morning misting if the enclosure dries out too quickly. The enclosure should be humid, but it should not stay stagnant or soaking wet. Good airflow is still important.
A humid hide with damp sphagnum moss or moist substrate should be available at all times, especially during shedding. A shallow dish of clean water should also be provided even if the gecko usually drinks droplets after misting.
Substrate
Chinese cave geckos need a substrate that holds humidity without becoming swampy. A good DIY substrate is a mix of 60% organic topsoil and 40% coco fiber, with a layer of clean leaf litter on top. Untreated sphagnum moss can be used in the humid hide or mixed lightly into the top layer.
Use about 2-4" of substrate. The lower layers can stay slightly damp, but the surface should not remain constantly wet. Cork bark, leaf litter, and moss patches help create humid microclimates without turning the entire enclosure into a wet box.
Feces and urates should be removed daily, and contaminated substrate should be scooped out and replaced. The substrate should be completely replaced every 1-3 months in a simple setup, depending on cleanliness and moisture levels. Bioactive setups require springtails, isopods, live plants, and ongoing monitoring.
Food
Chinese cave geckos are strict insectivores, which means that they eat insects and should not be fed fruit, crested gecko diet, baby food, or vegetables. They usually feed best in the evening or after lights out.
Good feeder insects include crickets, dubia roaches, discoid roaches, black soldier fly larvae, silkworms, small hornworms, and appropriately sized mealworms as occasional variety. Feeder insects should be no larger than the gecko’s head or the space between the gecko’s eyes.
How often Chinese cave geckos need to eat depends on age:
Juveniles - small insects daily or 5-6x/week
Adults - appropriately sized insects every other day
Offer only what the gecko will eat in a short feeding period, then remove uneaten feeders. Do not leave large numbers of crickets loose in the enclosure overnight, as they can stress or bite the gecko.
Supplements
Feeder insects need to be gut-loaded and lightly dusted to balance the calcium-phosphorus ratio. Gut-loading means feeding the insects a nutritious diet for 24-48 hours before feeding them to your gecko.
If using UVB over the enclosure: Use calcium without D3 for most feedings, and use a reptile multivitamin according to the product label.
If not using UVB: Use a supplement schedule that includes D3, but do not heavily dust every meal. Too much D3 can be harmful, especially when combined with UVB.
The important thing to remember with supplements is:
Use a light coating, not a heavy powder layer.
Do not combine strong UVB with frequent D3 supplementation.
Use varied, well-fed insects instead of relying on powder alone.
Decor
Decorations play a vital role in your Chinese cave gecko’s enclosure as environmental enrichment. Enrichment items encourage exercise, hiding, climbing, hunting, and other natural behaviors.
Good decor can include cork bark tubes, cork flats, flat rocks, low branches, artificial foliage, live plants, bark backgrounds, small caves, humid hides, and leaf litter. The enclosure should have several tight hiding options so the gecko can feel secure during the day.
Chinese cave geckos are best treated as display animals. Some individuals can learn to tong-feed, but regular handling is not recommended and can cause stress.
Cohabitation
Chinese cave geckos are best kept individually, especially for newer keepers. Females may sometimes be housed together in larger, heavily furnished enclosures, but this requires close monitoring and a spare enclosure in case separation is needed.
[image: ]Males should never be housed together. A male and female should only be housed together intentionally for breeding, and even then the female must be monitored for weight loss, stress, repeated breeding, and injuries.
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