Malaysian Cat Gecko (Aeluroscalabotes felinus)
Difficulty: Intermediate
Malaysian cat geckos are small, semi-arboreal geckos that typically reach around 4-7" long, with females generally being larger than males. They have large dark eyes, movable eyelids, short clawed toes, and a muscular prehensile tail that is often carried curled around the body while resting. They do not have the wide sticky toe pads of crested geckos, so they climb with their claws, tail, and body grip rather than sticking to glass.
Malaysian cat geckos are native to humid forest habitats in Southeast Asia, with records from Indonesia, Borneo, Sumatra, the Malaysian Peninsula, Singapore, southern Thailand, and nearby regions. They are primarily nocturnal and are most often associated with cool, humid forest habitat, low vegetation, leaf litter, and areas near moving water. Malaysian cat geckos can live 10+ years in captivity when cared for properly.
Shopping List
· Front-opening vertical terrarium, ideally 18" x 18" x 24"
· Low-wattage overhead heat source, only if needed for your room temperature
· 5.5" dome lamp with ceramic socket or compact top fixture
· Thermostat or dimmer for heat safety
· Plug-in light timer
· Infrared thermometer
· Digital thermometer/hygrometer
· Pressure sprayer or misting system
· Reverse-osmosis or distilled water for misting
· Small shallow water dish
· 2-4" tropical soil/coco substrate mix
· Drainage layer and screen separator, especially for bioactive setups
· Untreated sphagnum moss
· Clean leaf litter
· Cork bark, cork tubes, branches, vines, foliage, and hides
· Feeding tongs
· Small crickets, small roaches, isopods, silkworms, hornworms, or black soldier fly larvae
· Calcium supplement without D3
· Reptile multivitamin or calcium with D3, used sparingly
Housing
Although Malaysian cat geckos are not large, they need an enclosure that provides climbing space, stable humidity, and heavy visual cover. They are best described as semi-arboreal, which means they spend time climbing on cork, branches, vines, and low vegetation, but they also use the floor, leaf litter, and humid hides.
A single adult should ideally be kept in an 18" x 18" x 24" front-opening terrarium. Smaller enclosures may work temporarily for juveniles or smaller males, but adult females and unknown-sex animals benefit from the extra space. The enclosure should be heavily cluttered with cork bark, thin branches, vines, broad leaves, and multiple hiding areas so the gecko can stay hidden during the day and move around securely at night.
Malaysian cat geckos are shy and stress-sensitive. Open, bare enclosures usually lead to poor feeding, excessive hiding, dehydration, or stress-related decline. For this species, clutter and privacy are not optional; they are part of the husbandry.
Lighting & UVB
Malaysian cat geckos are nocturnal, which means they are most active at night. They do not need intense lighting and should never be kept under strong desert-style UVB. However, a consistent day/night cycle is still important.
Low-level UVB may be beneficial when provided correctly. If UVB is used, choose a low-output shade-dweller style bulb, such as an Arcadia ShadeDweller Arboreal or similar low-level UVB fixture, and provide plenty of shaded areas so the gecko can avoid the light. The goal is gentle exposure, not a strong basking zone.
Do not combine strong UVB with frequent D3 supplementation. Malaysian cat geckos are widely reported to be sensitive to excess mineral supplementation, so their supplement schedule should be more conservative than it would be for many common pet geckos.
Heating
Malaysian cat geckos prefer cooler temperatures than many other tropical reptiles. Overheating is one of the fastest ways to seriously harm this species.
Warm area temperature: 78-82°F
Cool zone temperature: 70-75°F
Nighttime temperature: 66-72°F
The enclosure should not have a hot basking spot like a bearded dragon, leopard gecko, or even many New Caledonian geckos. If your room naturally stays around 72-76°F, supplemental heat may not be needed. If heat is needed, use a very low-wattage overhead heat source and monitor it carefully with a thermostat, dimmer, and thermometer.
Avoid allowing the enclosure to rise above 82-83°F for extended periods. This species must always have a cooler, humid retreat available.
*Never use heat rocks, and avoid under-tank heaters with Malaysian cat geckos. They need a gentle overhead temperature gradient, not strong belly heat.*
Humidity
Malaysian cat geckos require high humidity, but they also need airflow. A good target range is 65-80% humidity during the day, with brief nighttime spikes around 90% after misting. The enclosure should feel humid and tropical, but not swampy, stagnant, or constantly soaked.
Mist the enclosure in the evening so the gecko has fresh droplets to drink from when it becomes active. A light morning misting can also be used if your enclosure dries out too quickly. Use a digital hygrometer to monitor humidity, and adjust ventilation as needed.
For this species, reverse-osmosis or distilled water is preferred for misting. This is different from some other gecko care because Malaysian cat geckos are kept in high-humidity enclosures and may be sensitive to heavy mineral buildup from repeated misting with hard tap water. A small, shallow water dish should still be available and cleaned regularly.
Substrate
Because Malaysian cat geckos need high humidity, the substrate should hold moisture without becoming waterlogged. A good substrate mix is 50% organic topsoil and 50% coco fiber, with untreated sphagnum moss and clean leaf litter added on top. A drainage layer is strongly recommended, especially in bioactive setups or enclosures that are misted heavily.
The substrate should be damp in the lower layers, but the surface should not stay soaking wet. Leaf litter, cork pieces, and moss patches help create humid microclimates where the gecko can hide during the day.
Feces and urates should be removed as noticed. In non-bioactive enclosures, contaminated substrate should be scooped out and replaced, with a full substrate change every 1-3 months depending on cleanliness and moisture levels. In bioactive enclosures, maintain springtails/isopods, replace leaf litter as needed, and monitor for mold, sour smells, or saturated soil.
Food
Malaysian cat geckos are strict insectivores, which means they eat insects and other small invertebrates. They should not be fed crested gecko diet, fruit puree, baby food, vegetables, or human food.
Good feeders include small crickets, small dubia roaches, small discoid roaches, isopods, black soldier fly larvae, silkworms, and small hornworms. Captive-raised snails may also be accepted by some individuals, but wild snails should not be used because of parasite and pesticide risk.
Feed at night or close to lights-out, when the gecko is naturally active.
How often Malaysian cat geckos need to eat depends on age:
Juveniles - 2-3 small insects, 4-5x/week
Adults - 2-3 appropriately sized insects, 2-3x/week
Prey should be no wider than the space between the gecko's eyes. Avoid leaving large numbers of crickets loose in the enclosure, as uneaten feeders can stress or bite the gecko.
Supplements
Malaysian cat geckos need calcium and vitamins, but they should not be heavily dusted at every feeding like some other reptiles. This species is reported to be very efficient at absorbing minerals from its diet, so supplementation should be light and conservative.
All feeder insects should be gut-loaded for 24-48 hours before feeding. A varied, well-fed insect diet is more important for this species than relying on powder at every meal.
A practical schedule:
If using low-level UVB: Dust feeder insects lightly with calcium without D3 about once per month. Use a reptile multivitamin sparingly, about once every 4-6 weeks.
If not using UVB: Use calcium with D3 very sparingly, about once per month, and avoid using multiple products that both contain D3.
Juveniles, breeding females, or animals recovering from poor care may need a different supplement schedule, but heavy daily dusting is not recommended for normal long-term care.
The important thing to remember with supplements is:
Do not heavily dust every meal.
Do not use strong UVB and frequent D3 together.
Use high-quality, gut-loaded feeders instead of relying on powder alone.
Decor
Decorations play a major role in Malaysian cat gecko care. This is a shy, secretive species that feels safer when the enclosure is heavily covered. Good decor can include cork bark tubes, cork flats, thin branches, bamboo, vines, broad artificial leaves, live plants, moss patches, hanging hides, and leaf litter.
The enclosure should have cover at multiple levels, not just on the floor. The more secure the gecko feels, the more likely it is to eat well and move around naturally at night.
Handling should be limited. Malaysian cat geckos are delicate, slow-moving, and easily stressed. They are best treated as a display species rather than a hands-on pet.
Cohabitation
Can multiple Malaysian cat geckos be housed in the same enclosure?
Malaysian cat geckos are best kept individually, especially for newer keepers. Breeding pairs or carefully selected groups may be kept by experienced breeders in larger, heavily planted enclosures, but they must be monitored closely for stress, food competition, weight loss, and injuries.
[image: ]Males should never be housed together!
image1.png
RED ROCKS

EEEEEEEEEEEEEE
******




